
 
Allotments Annual Meeting 2011 

 
Notes of a meeting with allotment holders held in the Council Chamber, Council 
Offices, School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe on Tuesday 17th November 2011 at 7.00 
pm. 
 
 Present Councillor V Crosby (Chairman) and Councillor I. Gray 
   Mr D Thompson (Works Manager) 
 

 
 
Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
 
The Chairman welcomed tenants to the meeting and explained the format of the 
meeting. 
 
Apologies for Absence 
 
There were no apologies for absence submitted. 
 
Winner of the Best Allotment 2011 
 
The allotment judged to be the best overall in 2011 was Plot Number 9 at Finchale 
Road Allotment Site, tenanted by Mr P Wheadon.  The Chairman presented Mr 
Wheadon with the Ken Woodhall Trophy, a framed certificate and memento trophy. 
 
Allotment Officer’s Report 
 
Mr Thompson thanked tenants for the high standard of their allotment plots and also 
the allotment representatives for their support and assistance in helping to manage the 
allotment sites. 
 
Mr Thompson presented a financial statement prepared by the council’s Finance 
Manager which detailed the cost of allotment provision in 2010/11 and the projected 
cost in 2011/12 including capital expenditure. 
 
Mr Thompson explained that the statement did not include the cost of tipping charges 
which the council now had to pay for the disposal of allotment waste. 
 
Mr Thompson also explained what the double taxation grant from Durham County 
council was and gave tenants details of the cost to the Council for each allotment plot 
after income from rents and no double taxation had been taken into account. 
 
Mr Thompson reported that no provision had been made for capital expenditure on 
allotments in the 2012/13 financial year. 
 
Mr Thompson gave details of the current number of prospective tenants on the waiting 
list for an allotment. In total there were 79, however some only wanted an allotment at 
a specific site and were prepared to wait until one became available. 
 



Mr Thompson gave an update on the progress of the allotment extension at St 
Oswald’s Allotment Site which would provide an additional 43 plots and substantially 
reduce the numbers on the current waiting list. 
 
Mr Thompson reported on the number of improvement notices sent to tenants since 
May 2011 and also the number of tenancies that had been terminated because the 
allotments had not been maintained to an acceptable standard.  It was agreed that 
advising tenants in advance that any allotment tenant who had not substantially 
planted their allotment by the end of May would receive a maintenance letter with a 
view to terminating their tenancy had improved the condition of allotment plots in 
general.  This would be implemented again in 2012. 
 
Mr Thompson explained that the Council had recently updated its website and that any 
tenants who had information that they would like to see included on the allotments 
pages of the website should contact Marie Robinson at the Council Offices. 
 
Allotment Rents 
 
Mr Thompson advised tenants of the rents for each site for 2012/13 and proposals yet 
to be ratified for allotment rents in 2013/14.  Mr Thompson then gave details of the 
cost of tipping charges that the council now had to pay for disposal of allotment waste.  
Mr Thompson said that the Council may consider imposing a levy charge in the future 
for waste disposal. 
 
Allotment Tenants’ Requests 
 
The Chairman asked for any specific requests from allotment sites following tenants 
forming in to individual site groups within the meeting. 
 
1 Aycliffe Village 
 

 Tenants requested that the conifer hedge next to the tipping bay and hawthorn 
boundary hedge be cut. 
 
Mr Thompson agreed to contact the resident of 11 Congreve Terrace to agree 
to the trimming of the conifer hedge and also to cut the hawthorn boundary 
hedge. 
 
Tenants reported a loose fence post. 
 
Mr Thompson agreed to carry out repairs to the fence post. 

 
2 Byerley Park 
 

Tenants requested pruning works to the trees bordering the allotment site to 
reduce shading on the allotment plots and also pruning works to the tree 
adjacent to plot no. 10. 
 
Mr Thompson explained that the trees bordering the allotment were on land 
owned by Durham County Council and the Town Council would need 
permission from them to carry out any pruning works. 



 
Mr Thompson agreed to meet the allotment representative on site to discuss the 
issue. 
 
Mr Thompson agreed to inspect the tree adjacent to plot no. 10 which was on 
land owned by the Town Council and carry out any necessary pruning works. 
 

3 Clarence Chare 
 

Tenants reported a problem with rodents in the poultry sites. 
 
Mr Thompson advised that works staff were now trained to carry out pest 
control of rodents and wasps and would visit the site to put down bait boxes to 
try to control the vermin. 
 
Tenants requested that the council consider the transfer of tenancy to family 
members in the event of the death of the sitting tenant. 
 
Mr Thompson advised that he was unsure of the regulations regarding this 
issue and would confirm them at the next allotment representatives’ meeting. 
 

4. Finchale Road 
 
 Tenants requested that trees bordering the allotment site be pruned to allow 

more light onto the allotments. 
 

Mr Thompson explained that the trees were on land owned by Durham County 
Council and that the Town Council would need permission from the landowner 
to carry out any pruning works.  Mr Thompson agreed to contact Durham 
County Council to seek permission to prune the trees. 

 
Tenants reported that water pressure to the Site was low. 

 
Mr Thompson advised that the pipework at the allotment site would need to be 
changed to a bigger bore to increase the water pressure and that no funding 
was available at this present time to carry out the work. 
 
A tenant felt that the length of time taken to terminate the tenancy of Plot No 4 
had been unsatisfactory. 
 
Mr Thompson explained that terminating an allotment tenancy was not a 
straightforward procedure. 
 
Mr Thompson provided the tenant with information from the Allotments 
Association explaining the legalities of allotment maintenance letters and 
tenancy termination. 

 
5. St Oswald’s 
 

Tenants reported damage to the fence on plot numbers 16 and 17. 



Mr Thompson explained that the fence had been damaged by the contractors 
tarmacking the access road to the new allotment extension and that the fence 
would be repaired on completion of this work. 
 
Tenants requested signage in the tipping areas reflecting where to tip various 
types of waste. 
 
Mr Thomson agreed to provide signage. 
 
Tenants requested the provision of a memento trophy for the best allotment at 
each site to be presented at the Allotments AGM along with the Ken Woodhall 
Trophy for the best overall allotment. 
 
Tenants felt that this would be an added incentive for allotment holders from 
each site to improve their plots. 
 
Mr Thompson agreed to provide memento trophies for the best allotment 
garden at each site which would be presented at the allotments annual general 
meeting. 

 
 

Chairman’s Closing Remarks 
 
The Chairman thanked all tenants for attending and closed the meeting. 
 


